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Integration of Foreground and
Background Images
If you regularly surf the Web, you

will occasionally come across Web sites in

which the textual information in the fore-

ground is unreadable because of the pattern

in the background. In some cases, the HTML

programmer has been mischievous; in other

cases, the Web designer is simply incompe-

tent. Whatever the case, it may make you

wonder whether a background pattern or

drawing is worth the trouble.

The placement of a patterned background

behind the actual information on a web page

offers many creative possibilities. By coor-

dinating the color and/or the pattern of 

both foreground and background, you can

enhance considerably the value of a Web

page. If this is done judiciously, the time it

takes to download the HTML page will not be

affected much, and the end result could be

totally distinctive.

Placing a GIF or JPEG file in
the background of a Web
page can look attractive,
especially if it is related to
the content of the fore-
ground. The “EyeSite” Web
site is a clear example that
shows how to successfully
synthesize two information
layers within one Web site.

This PhotoDisc E

image was used
to create the Web
page displayed in

this chapter.
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using the coarse brush. Each time you press

the “]” key, the next brush size will be select-

ed. Conversely, pressing the “[” key selects

the next smallest brush size.

E Everything in Focus
The graphic concept of the EyeSite Web

site, an on-line optical center, arose from the

creative combination of the site’s two infor-

mation layers. An attractive and intriguing

image was created by making a specific pat-

tern sharp inside the boundary of the lenses

and by blurring the background pattern. The

method used to achieve this is described step

by step on this and the following pages.

The photo of the glasses was taken from

PhotoDisc’s high-quality image bank. The

frames are shot against an even beige back-

ground. Because the glasses are going to be

positioned as free-standing images, a mask

must first be created. The background pat-

tern is not an even structure which makes it

difficult to create a mask with a specific color

using the Magic Wand tool. Consequently,

the Quick Mask option in Photoshop was

used. You will find this tool in the next to last

row of the floating tool window. Activate the

Quick Mask mode by clicking on the disk

icon. Alternatively, you can do this by press-

ing the Q key on the keyboard. By the way, all

of Photoshop’s main functions have a key-

board equivalent.

Now select the Brush tool to draw a mask

over the form of the glasses. The contours of

the mask are shown in Photoshop’s familiar

red mask color. By varying the thickness of

the brush strokes, you can delineate the con-

tours with a fine brush and fill in the spaces

G Using the Quick Mask option, you can paint the mask over
the original photo with the brush. You will be able to work
more quickly if you vary the width of your brush strokes. H

To automatically turn a selection  E
into a mask, click on the left symbol at 

the bottom of the Channels window.

G Using the keyboard, you can jump through the different
brush sizes with the aid of the “[“ and “]“ keys.
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is blue. By applying the Hue/Saturation color

correction, you can create a beige tint without

affecting the original pattern. By selecting 

the Make Pattern option, you can place the

pattern on its own layer in the photo. Then

double-click on the layer name called “Back-

ground,” and click OK. 

If you now switch around the layers, 

the layer with the glasses will float above 

the new background pattern. You can achieve

the effect you want, by selecting the Multiply

mode in the Layers menu. The letter pattern

is now visible behind the lenses.

E Mask and Base Color
If you need to correct the mask, you can 

do this by reversing the color of the brush. If

you select white as the foreground color, the

brush will work like an eraser. You can do

this with the mouse, or simply press the 

“X” key on your keyboard. Once the mask is

ready, exit the Quick Mask mode, after which

the contours of the mask will be indicated by

the familiar “marching ants” lines. Save this

mask in a separate layer.

Create the background pattern by using 

a Painter pattern. The standard letter pattern

F The background of the
Web site was created by
recoloring the original
Painter pattern. To place
this seamless pattern
under the glasses, select
the “Make Pattern”
command in Photoshop.
You can then fill a sepa-
rate layer with this pat-
tern by choosing the
appropriate Fill option.

F Using the Multiply
mode setting, you
can create a com-
plete image in which
the background is
visible through the
lenses by placing the
freestanding glasses
in a separate layer
above the base.

F The background of the masked glasses can be removed by
filling the reversed selection with white.
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E Modifying Focus and Contrast
To enhance the effect, you can emphasize

the pattern behind the lenses. To do this, cre-

ate a second mask in the exact shape of 

the lenses. Using this mask, you can then

increase the contrast of the lenses.

The background must also be edited to give

the letter pattern a blurred appearance. To

experiment with this effect in a controlled

manner, you can use the Lens F/X filter in

Kai’s Power Tools. The unique feature of this

Gaussian F/X filter is that it allows you to

change the lens focus continuously, while the

results are displayed on the screen almost

simultaneously!

You can then create the blurred, almost

hazy, yet seamlessly repeating background by

repeating the filter settings in the separately

saved, letter-pattern file.

F  The two glasses are each saved as a JPEG file. G

The background pattern is exported as a GIF file.

G Using the KPT Lens F/X filter, you can view the effects of
the Gaussian Blur while working.

G If the lenses of the glasses are selected, they can be
retouched without affecting the frames.

Save a separate mask in  E
Channel 6 for the lenses and

select for the curve correction.

G You can increase the contrast
of the lenses, by making the
curve more hollow.
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the PostScript drawing via the clipboard.

When you open a new file in Adobe

Photoshop, the correct dimensions will have

already been derived from the imported file.

E Seamless Montage
Because the lettering will be transparent

on the Web page, it is important that the

background color of the mask is the same as

that of the blurred pattern. If the mask color

is white, the lettering will always have a dis-

turbing white border. If the mask color is

beige, the border will have a beige tint, but

you won’t notice this because of the beige

color of the background pattern.

By saving the lettering as a 3-bit GIF file,

the resulting file size will be very small. This

illustration with eight different colors only

takes up 2 KB. This means that it will be

downloaded very quickly, even over a slow or

bad Internet connection. The viewer will

appreciate your having done so!

EyeSite
G Using the clipboard, the original PostScript lettering can be
copied and pasted directly in Photoshop. H

Make sure that the PostScript lettering is converted into
Letter Contours, otherwise the letters will be distorted. H

F If the lettering is made
transparent using the color
white, a disturbing white
border will appear around
the letters.

F It is better to match the
color that is used as the
mask tint with the back-
ground color of the Web
page. This allows you to
create a seamless transition
between the foreground
information and the back-
ground pattern.

E From PostScript to Pixels
Because the Web is based on styled docu-

ments, your typographic options are limited.

Nevertheless, you can display lettering as a

GIF file. The name “EyeSite” is perfectly suit-

ed for this approach. The typography was

done in Illustrator and was based on the

Emigré Matrix Script font. By specifying the

width in Illustrator, you can switch between

the programs to work on corresponding

pixels. Once the lettering has been completed

and selected as a font, the conversion to

pixels in Photoshop can be problematic. That

is why it is a better to convert the lettering to

Create Outlines before exporting it. The qual-

ity of the text is not affected. As an alternative

to importing the EPS file, you can also import
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G The illustration of the eyeball can be made transparant
using the PhotoGIF plug-in of BoxTop Software.

<!––Copyright (c) Peter Kentie, peter@kentie.com
Creation date: 1996/10/06––>

<HTML> 
<HEAD>

<TITLE>EyeSite: Come and See us</TITLE>
</HEAD> 

<BODY BACKGROUND="letblur.gif"   BGCOLOR="#CCCC33" > 

<BR>
<CENTER>
<TABLE WIDTH=400 cellspacing=4 cellpadding=4

BORDER=2 ALIGN=center>
<TR><TD>
<IMG SRC="eyeli.gif" WIDTH=60 HEIGHT=59 ALIGN=LEFT>
<IMG SRC="eyere.gif" WIDTH=60 HEIGHT=59 ALIGN=RIGHT>
<FONT SIZE=+1>
<B>Welcome at EyeSite</B><BR>
This Web site is for people who spend more time in front of
their monitors than with their families...</FONT>
</TD></TR>
</TABLE>
<BR>

<IMG SRC="eyesite.gif"  WIDTH=316 HEIGHT=92>
<BR>
<TABLE WIDTH=400 BORDER=0>
<TR><TD  ALIGN=CENTER>
Check out our models especially created for Webmasters &amp;
HTML-programmers averaging a 10 hour work day.
</TD></TR></TABLE>
<BR><P>
<IMG WIDTH=274 HEIGHT=106  SRC="bril.jpg"><BR>
<FONT face="Times">
Eyesite&copy; <B>Online Special</B> &#177;
<I>25 cyberbucks</I>
<BR><P>

<IMG  SRC="bril2.jpg" WIDTH=274 HEIGHT=106>
<BR><P>
Eyesite&copy; <B>Geek Look</B> &#177;
<I>55  cyberbucks</I></FONT>
</CENTER>

</BODY> 
</HTML> 

E The Completely Formatted Web Page
In combination with the images on the

preceding pages, the HTML code in the

adjacent column will display the image on

the right in Netscape.

Colored Background <BGCOLOR=“#”> E
By adding the <BGCOLOR=“cccc33”> tag to the
<BODY> tag, the page will be given its own beige
tint immediately after the HTML file has been
downloaded. The browser then downloads the
foreground information and, last of all, the beige
background GIF.

Table for Intro Text E
The introductory text, with the two eyeballs on
either side, is placed in a table 400 pixels wide. 

Specifying Width and Height in the <IMG> Tag E
If the width and height of an image are specified
in pixels in the <IMG> tag, the browser will know
how much space the image needs, which will
enable it to start displaying additional infor-
mation while in the process of downloading the
image. Visitors will thus be able to read the Web
page’s text while the image is still being built in
the space set aside by the browser.



Integration of Foreground and Background Images 191

G The EyeSite home page has an attractive visual design and requires no more than a few kilobytes.



E Removing Borders in Adobe Photoshop
If you use a colored background pattern,

make sure that the photos placed in the fore-

ground are made transparent with the same

color. If you make the logo freestanding

against a white background, the program will

place a 1-pixel-thick border around the image.

This does not look good on a Web page; after

all, the color of the background must match

the mask color of the foreground illustration.

If you cannot avoid this, or if you have to

use existing image material that was created

for a background with a different color,

Photoshop has a solution.

To remove the “incorrectly colored” border,

select the part of the image as close as possi-

ble to the pixel border. The background has

an even tint, which means you can use the

Magic Wand tool and set it using a single

pixel. 
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G Based on a value of only 1 pixel, the Magic Wand tool can
select the whole background at once. The selection must
then be reversed to select the logo. H

G Make sure that the innermost part of the “E”s is also
included in the selection. You can then select the Defringe
option in the Matting submenu.

H After the “defringement” in Photoshop, the white pixel
border disappears without affecting the illustration.

F If the Matting sub-
menu is greyed out,
you must first make 
the selection float by
choosing “Float” or by
typing Command-J.
A floating selection
layer will then appear
in the Layers window.

Then reverse the selection and select the

innermost part of all the “E”s. It is important

that you now let the selection float by select-

ing Command-J. From the Select menu,

select the Remove border... option. Give it a

value of ¡ pixel and click on “OK.” The annoy-

ing border will disappear promptly. You

should always check the transparency of your

images if you change the background color of

a page or complete Web site.


